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Meeting Minutes |April 20th, 2016 
 

Portland	Public	Schools	Bond	Accountability	Committee	
(BAC)	
! !

Members	present:	
	

	Not	present:	
	
PPS	OSM	staff	present:	
	
Board	Liaisons	present:	
	
Board	Liaisons	not	
present:	

Willy	Paul,	Steve	March,	Kevin	Spellman,	Louis	Fontenot,	Cheryl	Twete,	
Tom	Peterson	
	
John	Mohlis		
	
Dan	Jung,	Darwin	Dittmar,	David	Mayne,	Cheryl	Anselone	
	
Pam	Knowles	
	
	
Amy	Kohnstamm,	Paul	Anthony	

	
Next	meeting:	

	
July	20	at	Benson	

	 	

I. Welcome	&	Introductions			

Kevin	calls	meeting	to	order	at	5:39	pm	

II. Public	Comment	

Ted	Wolfe	thanked	the	committee	for	their	service.	Kevin	Spellman	replied	by	thanking	Ted	
for	his	help	on	the	discussion	on	makerspace.	

III. BAC	Role	&	Responsibility	Review	

Kevin	Spellman	stated	that	during	previous	discussions	on	makerspace	there	were	questions	
on	BAC	role.		
•! Kevin	Spellman	asks:	Any	thoughts	about	the	role	of	the	committee?	
•! Louis	Fontenot	responds:	I	think	it	is	the	same.	Our	role	is	to	review	the	construction	of	

these	schools	and	report	on	the	process.	I	think	we	serve	a	very	important	function.	
Without	a	sounding	board,	some	things	would	slip	through	the	cracks.	

•! Cheryl	Twete	responds:	I	think	that	is	accurate,	we	are	to	provide	advice	to	the	Board	and	
it	is	up	to	them	if	they	follow	that	or	not.	There	should	be	a	complete	communication	and	
it	is	part	
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•! Pam	Knowles	responds:	The	committee	
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•! Overall	Perspective	
o! Minimal	overall	changes	from	last	meeting.	

	
•! Stakeholder	perspective:			

o! Dan	reviewed	the	stakeholder	feedback.		PPS	sends	out	questionnaires	to	DAG	
members,	school	building	staff	and	other	stakeholders	when	we	reach	each	
milestone.	The	responses	are	coming	back	largely	positive.	
	

•! Equity	Perspective:	
Career	Learning	Equity	
o! The	bottom	of	the	scorecard	shows	good	activity	with	student	engagement.		The	

recent	NW	Youth	Expo	had	6,500	students.	Approximately	2,700	of	those	were	
PPS	students.	There	was	lots	of	positive	feedback	regarding	the	event.		

o! We	anticipate	quite	a	few	interns	again	this	summer,	but	have	not	finalized	
numbers	yet.	

Workforce	Equity	
o! Dan	noted	the	workforce	participation	program	continues	to	go	well	with	an	

overall	achievement	rate	of	22%.	
o! Willy	Paul	asks:	Did	we	have	outliers	who	refuse	to	comply	with	the	equity	

requirement¥
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o! Unfortunately	FHS	had	a	



#!
!

o! Willy	Paul	states:	Based	on	my	experience	there	is	some	time	before	you	receive	a	
clean	invoice	so	all	of	that	can	impact	your	projections.	

o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	It	is	usually	cleaned	up	within	10	days	
o! Ken	shows	site	pictures	then	and	now	for	projects.	
o! The	draft	2016	performance	audit	has	been	received	and	is	currently	being	

reviewed.			

V. Projects	Update	

•! Improvement	Projects	
o! Ken	continues	with	the	update	on	improvement	projects.		
o! There	was	some	positive	response	to	the	elevator	at	Ainsworth	in	relation	to	a	
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•! Franklin	High	School	
o! Ken	Fisher	continued	with	the	update:	FHS’s	March	schedule	has	been	adjusted.	

There	was	a	change	in	construction	duration	and	time	was	added.	This	pushed	
completion	date	into	May	2017.	This	happened	because	they	had	to	take	care	of	
some	problems	like	asbestos	removal	and	weather	delays.	The	permits	did	well	at	
Franklin.	The	contingency	has	gone	from	5%	to	3%.	Another	example	of	the	
delays	experienced	occurred	during	the	new	football	field.	The	geo	search	
indicated	there	was	pure	soil	underneath,	but	when	digging	started,	there	were	
significant	boulders.	

o! Willy	Paul	asks:	So	you	still	maintain	a	contingency	within	the	GMP?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	The	contingency	outside	the	GMP	is	going	down.		
o! Tom	Peterson	asks:	So	FHS	shows	over	$1.7	million.	What	is	this	in	relation	to?		
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	There	were	significant	delays	including	those	related	to	

asbestos	removal	and	the	discovery	of	Magnesite	under	the	flooring.	
o! Willy	Paul	asks:	Is	the	contingency	adequate?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	No	it	is	not.		
o! Tom	Peterson	states:	So	you	will	be	using	all	of	that	plus	$1.7	million	outside	of	

that.
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o! Tom	Peterson	asks:	If	we	know	we	won’t	make	it,	will	you	change	it	to	what	it	
should	be	and	acknowledge	it	isn’t	the	right	budget?	

o! Dan	Jung	responds:	This	has	a	fairly	long	term	so	we	will	watch	it	and	allocate	
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o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	December	weather	delays	were	resolved	although	we	are	
still	dealing	with	asbestos	and	magnesite.	

o! Willy	Paul	asks:	Was	it	in	the	flooring?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	It	was	in	magnesite	which	is	a	manmade	type	of	stone	which	

was	used	in	the	floors.	We	are	running	into	this	in	RHS	as	well.	
o! Louis	Fontenot	asks:	Are	we	running	into	weather	delays	still?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	A	certain	amount	of	delays	due	to	rain	are	authorized.	
o! Tom	Peterson	asks:	All	these	delays	can	affect	the	date	of	occupation.	Are	we	

saying	May	2017?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	There	still	needs	to	be	a	detailed	occupancy	plan	and	we	

haven’t	done	that	yet.		
o! Willy	Paul	asks:	The	contractor	says	they	will	be	on	time,	has	anyone	confirmed	

that?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	There	are	a	few	sections	that	show	a	negative	float	and	the	

schedule	is	adjusted		
o! Ken	Fisher	continues	with	the	update:	FHS	safety	has	been	really	good.	
o! Tom	Peterson	asks:	Do	you	track	man	hours?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	W
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o! We	have	a	groundbreaking	which	had	over	300	people.	Budget	remains	constant	
and	the	change	order	rate	has	been	low	so	far.	

o! Willy	Paul	asks:	Where	are	they	in	the	FFE	cost?	
o! Ken	Fisher	responds:	They	are	at	7%	
o! Ken	Fisher	continues	with	the	update:	Safety	looking	good	
o! They	have	different	sections	that	their	schedule	is	related	to,	but	they	all	end	on	

the	same	date.	“Start”	indicated	in	the	documents	will	refer	to	the	first	project	
that	starts	and	the	“finish”	will	


